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: Lesage ¥Willing to Settle Quebec-Latrador Eom undary Dispute L
’ by Territoriel Exchange
TR xM8 AlR REF .
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RMY ] C1A [ NAVY . - : ’ R
280 | USIA | NSA As previously rezorted, Guebec premier LESAGE is ready to bar- ’ i
3 gain with Wewfoundiand to obtain & 10,000 square nile tract of land _
"~ -on the southern part of the Quebec-Labrador barder {see snaded area :
on enclosed map). Quebec wanis o have this land because it convains
the headwaters of several rivers that flow down thr cugn Quebec terri-
tary invo the Gulf of St. Lawrence. - Tais tract wouid be a signifi-
.cant asset to anyone planning hydroeleciric projects on the rivers
that originate ihere.
" In exchange for this terrﬂzwy Leszage is willing to give New-
*_ foundland a large bul relatively warthless sart of Ungave on Quebec's .
narthern coast and the right <o iranemit eleciric paover from the ;
- Churchill Falls project in Lebradcr throuzha Quebec into the United :
g‘ ' tates. '
& & Some Quekbecers regard this vroposed trade as an unnecessary oo
= 2 abrogation of Quebec's la: rful r:.gh..s. Ever since the British ‘ -
& Privy Council geve Lebrador o Newfouadland in 1927, Quebec has con- :
5] e sidered itself wronged. "’he c::m.LaJ_ rmap of Quepec, published in .
bunitad > . - - [
= . 1956, recognizes no frontier beuween QJuebec and Laorador, and -shows - :
.:%’ 3 the land that lLesage wanis to cbiain zs part of Quevec's Duolessm
‘- ' county. Quebec has always meintained that the transfer of <hais '
R tract of lend was illegal beczuse it was not par of the tract de- : X
fined in Newfoundland's ariginal pstition. )
Professar Henri DORIGH of Lavael Unlve. sity's Depertment of
Geography goes so far as to sa j “ch..t Lesage has no business bar- o
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UICLASSIFIED Page Two
. Juebec A-134
June. 15, 1965

gaining far lend on whish Quebec elready h2s a scad lezal claim.

He says that Lesage's proposed trade would mean taat the scuthern
boundery questica would be setiled by ereating a iransfer prcblen
in the narth, not throuzh a frue solutio to the boundary question “
itseif. . i E _%
" i
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